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To the Kings most Excellent Ma[jes|ty The Humble Petition of [th]e Gentry in yo[u]r
Ma[jes|tyes County of Y orke now assembled at [th]e Assizes of Y orke Jul. 28. 1640.

May it please yo[u]r Ma[jes|ty.

Y o[u]r most humble subj[ec]ts show to yo[u]r most sacred Ma[jes|ty, [tha]t in all humility
this County hath endeavoured to fullfill yo[u]r Ma[jes|tyes Com[m]ands w][i]th the forwardest
of yo[u]r Mdjes|tyes Subiects, & [th]e last yeare in the execution of yo[u]r Mdjes]|tyes royall
com[m]and about [th]e military affaires did expend 100000 | to o[u]r impoverishm[en]t &
farre aboue the propor-tion of other Counties, w[hi]ch, although at [tha]t time we w[e€]r[€]
willing out of o[u]r desires to serue yo[u]r ma[jes]ty to doe, yet for the future the burden is so
heavy [tha]t we neither can, or are able to beare it; now upon this o[u]r cheerfullnes to serue
yo[u]r M@[jes|ty we hoped to haue had equall favour w[i]th other Counties.

But so it is (most Gracious Soveraigne) to o[u]r greate griefe, & as we concelue to the greate
disservice of yo[u]r Md[jes|ty, we finde o[ u]r selues oppressed with the billetting of unruly
souldiers, whose speeches, & actions tend to the burning of o[u]r villages, & houses, & to
whose vio-lence, & insolencies we are daily subiect, as we cannot say we possesse o u]r
wiues, children, and estates in safety.

Wherefore we are emboldned to pr[e]sent these o[u]r complaints, besee-ching yo[u]r
Mdjes|ty [tha]t as the billetting of soldiersin any of yo[u]r Subj[ec]ts houses a-gainst

[thei]r will, is contrary to the ancient lawes of the kingdome confirmed by yo[u]r Ma[jes|ty
in the petition of right; We most humbly desire yo[u]r mest sacred Md[jes|ty, [tha]t this
insupportable burden may be taken off from us, least by their insolencies some such sad
accident may happen, aswill be much displeasing to yo[u]r sacred Ma[jes|ty, & yo[u]r loyall,
& obedient Subiects.

Who will humbly pray &c.
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